9 n * 1 


l es ——_— PI £4 TY 
Fw ry 4 


on revenſo 85 ee * 


283 


Mr. NISBETTS 55 


| SECOND LETTER 


IS: 1 O0 
Mr. MORGAN. 


** 


No what cannot a Man of Mr. Morgan's tavin- 
cable Confidence ſay > [Mr. Francourt's Enthu— 
ſiaſm retorted, p. 10. : 
| Nay, this Writer not only ſtifles his Evidence; but, 
' which is worſe ſtill, he charges againſt Evidexce, 
. . agaznſt the cleareſt Evidence to the contrary, 
p. 21. 
Really, Sir, I cannot but grieve to ſee the Pen of 
a Miniſter thus ak to Scandal and Ca- 


lumny, p. 29. 


Mr. Morgan's own Faith is every jot as blind, i 
Mechanical, and Enthufiaſtical as his Neigh- | 

_ bours, p. 38. [ 
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SECOND LETTER 
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- Mr. MORGAN. 
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TJ HIS attending you ſo late as 
it does, Good Manners oblige 
me to give you ſome reaſon tor 
it. A Friend of mine that had 
read your P. S. before my ſee- 
= ing it, aſſurd me I might ſleep 
in a whole Skin, for any harm you had done 
me, by anſwering any one ſingle Article of 
my Letter; your whole Performance being 
only a Demonſtration what a Bad Cauſe you 
had undertaken. Whereupon, as it came to 
hand, I laid it by for a proper Entertainment 

when more at leiſure than I was at that time. 
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Nor, in truth, when I came to read it my 
ſelt, and believe my own Eyes, could I per- 
ceive, my Friend had either flatter'd me, or 
wronged you: For after your Hectoring Epi- 
file to Britannica, what a particular ſucc init 
Anſwer you would give to all I had ſaid, what 
have you done more than ſhewn, how ſhort 
you fall of your Promiſe ? And, to uſe ſome 
of your aſſuming Elegancies, have made it e- 
vident to the whole World, that you have not de- 
ſended your ſelf ; that you did not really deſign 
to defend your ſelf ; and that you knew well, you 
could not poſſibly be defended. 

For had you thought otherwiſe of your for- 
lorn Cauſe, may 1 believe, you could ever 
have been fo overſeen as to inform your Rea- 
ders, in effect, that you keep an Office of In- 
telligence, whither all that paſſes in private 
Converſation is brought to you, for your an- 
ſwering Books that were never yet printed, 
and that you know nothing of, but ſrom thoſe 
whoſe Memories may be none of the moſt 
faithful? | . 

And becauſe we all know, the Dead tell no 
Tales, to ſecure an imaginary Victory to your 
ſelf, you ſubmit to become Under-workman 
to 'Squire Bickerftaff, by taking upon you to 
bury People betore they are dead. Nay, you 
out-do your Maſter in his own Art: For, 
wv hercas he was only for proving ſome to be 
dead, who fanſy d themſelves alive ; you will 
have us celebrate the Funeral of a Perſon 

whom 


(3 3 
whom you affirm more than once, to be actu- 
ally in his Grave. 


A Hint, I ſuppoſe, you took from no com- 


mon Inſtance; I mean, O. Cromwell, whoſe 
Soul (as one of the Faculty that attended him 
informs us) had no ſooner left the Body in the 


turbulent manner it did, than, after all their 
Art to the contrary, his Carcaſs ſo ſtunk, they 


were forc'd privately to bury it out of hand, 
and then, to ſhew the ſei; denying Temper of 


thoſe reputed Saints, beitow ſuch pompous Fu- 


neral Rites on an empty Cofhn, as no Crown'd 
Head, with us, before, or ſince, was ever ho- 
noured with. 


Thus, Sir, as Squire Bicterſtaff has brought 


you to bury People before they are dead; ſo 
for executing your Office of an Undertaker in 
an Order not uſual, tis plain, you want not a 
Precedent ; nor even tor talking ſo diſmally as 


you do upon the Occaſion. Dion Caſſius in the 


Life of Domitzan, tells an odd Story, how that 
Emperour ſending for many Senators and 
Knights at Midnight, ſhut em up in a Houſe 
all hung with Black, and treated them exactly 
as at a Funeral, talking at times in to dreadtul 
a manner, that they look'd upon themſelves as 
dead Men ; yet, atter he had a while diverted 
himſelf with their Fears, he diſmiſs'd them as 
ſafe and found as they came; as tis hoped you 


deſign by Britannicus. 


Tho 
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Tho I do not charge you with having a 
hand in the Plot, any more than you do me; 
yer a Man of your long Head may have Views 
of another kind. We all know, Britannicus's 
Employ is of fome conſequence to the Pub- 
lick, and Benefit to himſelf : Could you there- 
fore ſo fink his Character, as to have him laid 
aſide as a dead uſeleſs thing unfit for the 
Place he has, you might hope to ſee him ſuc- 
ceeded by one (perhaps your own ſweet ſelf ) 
that might take more care of the Growth of 
Hereſie and Infidelity than he hath yet done, 
and ſo kill and take poſſeſſion at once. 

But to ſave you that trouble, unleſs my 
Correſpondent banters me, contrary to the O- 
pinion TI have of his Sincerity ; Britannicus is 
fo far from being diſpatch'd by you, that he 
is in a very good State of Health, and his 
Hands full of Buſineſs increaſing upon him 
daily ; which he gratefully acknowledges ow- 
ing in ſome meaſure to you. The general Ap- 
probation his Reflexions upon Reaſon met with 
among the Learned, and the quick Sale of 
Two Editions, raiſed your pious Indignation : 
You fell upon him in a Stile and Manner that 
ſeems natural to your Pen, by carping here 
and there at ſome Paſſages having little re- 
lation to the main Deſign of the Piece, and 
even moſt of theſe miſrepreſented ; as, p. 7. 
and p. 14. where not having the Fear of God 
before your Eyes, you charge him with aſſer— 
ting the quite contrary to what appears in p. 16, 
17, 


 J'Y 


17, 21, 39,40, 41, 42, 73, 74. of the Reflexions. 
You repreſent him, p. 18. as aſſerting a horrid 
Piece of Prophaneſs, which he mentions only 
as an Objection of the Modern Free-Thinkers, 
whoſe Stile he uſes; and wickedly tell him, 
He layg, it down as the Foundation of the Chriſti- 
an Faith; with ſome others, which every ho. 
neſt intelligent Reader may eaſily diſcover ; 
and how you came to miſtake, is beſt known 
to your ſelt. 

As this ſhew'd your good Inclinations, 'tis 
known, it made Britannicus to be taken for a 
Man of uncommon Abilities, who could write 
ſo learnedly upon a nice Subject, what you 
and your Fraternity, with all your Induſtry 
can find ſo few Objections againſt; which, 
tho' he ſubmitted to the Drudgery of Anſwer- 
ing, yet it was thought by impartial Judges a 
very needleſs Undertaking ; at the beſt, it was 
venturing Something againſt Nothing, ſtaking 
Sobriety and Truth againſt Banter and Fall- 
hood; for which reaſon he laid it by: But that x 
you might not paſs without ſome Animadver- J 
ſion, and thereby be tempted to be wiſer in | 

| 
4 


your own Conceit than you are already, I, 
your Humble Servant, a Man of more Lei- 
ſure, of a chearful Fancy, and mirthful Coun- 
tenance like your ſelt, gave you one Admo. 
nition, and now deſire your Patience once 
more, to ſee, after a little taking aſunder, Whoſe 
Engine holds Water beſt, yours or mine. 
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that the Spaſm ſeized me whilſt I was laugh. 


T © J 

The Author of the Reflexions having under, 
taken to prove, what one would think, none 
but a downright Enthuſiaſt would ever deny, 
That Reaſon diſengaged from the moral Diſor- 
ders of the Soul, is a noble Guide to Human 
Life; Up ſtart you, and tell him, he talks like 
an Apothecary, and knows little of the mat- 
ter. Let (ſay you) the Church diſmiſs her u- 


ſurped Authority, and leave Men at liberty in 


Things indifferent, Then ſee the bleſſed Altera- 
tions that would follow ; delivering your ſelf 
with ſuch a haughty Laconical Air, as it there 
were not ſo much as Two Words to the Bar- 
gain: When TI preſum'd to put in my ſlender 
Verdict, humbly ſubmitting it to your Se- 
cond Thoughts, whether the Remedy were 
not worſe than the Diſeaſe ;* the Liberty you 
ſpeak of not being attainable withour a Com- 
pre benſion, which mult naturally end in Con- 
fuſion | p | 5 
I had no ſooner nam'd, as you ſtile it, 
that ſtartling dreadfy! Word COMPREHENSION, 
but to ſhew how ill you can bear Contradicti- 
on, and how little of the Liberty you claim 
for your ſelf, you are willing to allo another, 
you maul me with great Variety of Wit and 
Fancy; aſſuring your Reader, leſt he ſhould 
regard any thing that comes from me, That 
Jam fallen into an odd Train of Diſorders, 
partly. Hypochondriacal, partly Malignant; that 
this Stimulus has contracted all my Nerves ; 


Ing; 
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ing ; that tis wonderful to obſerve what a Figure 
I make: For tho I ſtill endeavour to laugh. and 
ſtrive to put on a merry Countenance, yet every 
one ſees (with your Eyes, no doubt) that 'tis 
meer Affectation and Grimace, ſince I diſcover 
evident Symptoms of the Plague in the Bowels ; 
with more ſuch incoherent Mountebank-Stuft, 
which I ſhall not give my ſelf the trouble 
to tranſcribe, and ought to beg my Reader's 
pardon for this; which, without my help, 
plainly ſhews your Miſtake; that 'tis your 
ſelf, not your Humble Servant, that is under 
the Diſorder you deſcribe, in Language which 
few uſe, but thoſe whoſe Reſentment or Di- 
{temper has carried beyond their Reaſon. 

But to let that paſs: To ſhew how dreadful 
a Writer you are, and that you can ſtab with 
a Pen as fatally as a Bully with a Weapon, 
you had, as you fanſied, no ſooner diſpatch'd 
Britaunicus out of the way, but you give me 
notice my turn is next : And leſt I ſhould plead 
ſuch ſhort Warning ſcarce fair, ſome time be- 
fore the Publiſhing, if not the Writing your 
P. S. out comes an Advertiſement of the dan- 
gerous State of Health one Mr. Nishett was 
in, or Words importing his being upon his 
laſt Legs. 

Becauſe I never underſtood the Nisbetts 
coming in with the Conquerour, or had any 
great Antiquity to boaſt of, I was pleaſed to 
hear, one of my Name had diſtinguiſhed him- 
{elf ſo, as to be taken notice of in that * 
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lick manner, little dreaming it was my ſingle 
ſelf all the while, till your P. S. undeceiv'd 
me: Then, indeed, I began to be more ſeri- 
ous, thinking if I was on my laſt Legs, it 
concerned me not to trifle away the few Mo- 
ments I had left. Preſently I felt my Pulle ; 
but could find no Alteration there. I ask'd 
my Friends how T look'd : They aſſured me, 
they ſaw no Change; but that I might live, in 
all probability, to a good Old Age, unleſs I 
ſhould happen to employ you as my Phyſici- 
an, \which J have therefore ſolemnly engaged 
never to do. | 

After all, if it is in your power to diſpatch 
me at pleaſure, I beg the liberty of a ſhort 
Speech at parting, a Favour ſeldom denied a 
condemned Criminal. COMPREHENSION, YOu 
know, is the Word that ruffled your calm 
Chriſtian Temper to that degree, that I was 
almoſt reſolved to provoke your Fury no fur- 
ther: But ſince Valour and Generoſity are not 
always aſunder, ] was in hppes, after I had 
explaind my ſelf, and produced proper Evi- 
dences on my ſide, you and I might poſſibly 
come to a better Underſtanding. 

You are pleaſed to ſet me down as a very 
great Banterer, for endeavouring to ſhew, that 
in caſe of the General Comprehenſion implied 
in your Scheme, Infant-Baptiſm, amongſt the 
re't, would ſoon grow out of uſe; where Qua- 
kers, Arians, Socinians and Anabaptiſts had 
the power to exprels their real Late of 

. that 


r 


that Holy Sacrament : This, I ſay, you laugh 
at; but, let me tell you, without producing 


the leaſt Shadow of an Argument to invali- 


date it; for a very good Reaſon, becauſe you 
cannot; Matters of Fact being {tubborn things 
and not eaſily baffled, or beat out ot Counte- 
nance. 

There was a time, Inſtances of this nature 
were no Rarities. Ill give you one ] had rom 
good hands. In the Oliverian Age, when all 
(but thoſe whoſe only Crime was their Loy- 
alty) had the Liberty you contend for, a in- 
ker, forſooth, poſſeſſes himſelf of a Church 
not many Miles from you of ſome Hundreds 


per Annum Revenue. How it far d with the o- 


ther Sacrament, I leave you to gueſs : But for 
Baptiſm, tis known, the Inhabitants carried 
their Children to the neighbouring Miniſters. 
So that you ſee, a Man may ſmile, and ſpeak 
ſuch a Truth as you cannot contradict. 

But perhaps you will ſay, All this is only an 
Old Wite's Tale, or that one Swallow makes 
no Summer; CoMPREHENS!ON mult not be 
run down for a ſingle Inconvenience, conſider- 
ing the Bleſſings and Benefits both Temporal 
and Spiritual that otherwiſe attend it, and how 
{trangely Vertue , Piety and True Religion 
would certainly flouriſh upon its Eltabliſh- 
ment. 

Hereto pray ſpare me a Word. I take you 
for a Man abounding too much in your own 


Sence, to be contradicted with Temper : There 
B 2 fore 
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(12) 
ſore if you pleaſe, the Queſtion between us, 
ſhali not he Who is in the right 2 but Whether 
Two and Three make Five > I mean, whether 
what has been, may be, by the ſame Cauſe 
producing the ſame Effect? For then may be 
eaſily ſoreſeen the notable Effects your Scheme 
of Liberty will produce, by thoſe it did in the 
celebrated Period betwixt 1640, and 1660, 
as the Writings of thoſe who ſaw and felt too 
what they deſcribed, do fully atteſt, Tho, I 
conteſs, it opens a Scene not to be view'd 
without Horror, when, to the great Diſhonour 
of God and Religion, the Blackeſt and Worſt 
of Villainies were daily perpetrated, under 
the pretence of the ſtricteſt Purity and Holi- 
neſs. Yet fince 'tis your Pleaſure to have it 
{o, out let it come, and ſhift for it ſelf as it can. 
Mr. Symons, 1n the Pretace to his Vindicati- 
on of King Charles the Firſt, gives this Account 
of the Reformation that followed the Liberty 
you are for reviving. ©* They (faith he of 
the Men of thoſe Times) were a Generati- 
on of People that have done more Diſgrace 
to Chriſt's Goſpel, than ever was offered ſince 
Chriſt's time. Never did any in fo ſhort a 
** ſpace aſcend to that Zenith of Villainy as 
they have done; or pretend more Godlineſs 
with the Practice of ſo much Wickednels. 
** The Papiſts, in three or four hundred Years 
** were never able to reach that ſuperlative 
** Pitch of Diſſimulation, Hy pocriſie, Pride and 
Cruelty, as theſe. have done in three or jour. 
And 
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And by what means they merited the Chara- 
cter he gives them, turn to p. 74, of the Trea- 
tiſe, youll there find wiz. © By pulling down 
« all Chriſtian Order, and Forms of bublick 
* Worſhip and Service tending to Dccency and 
* Edification ; by caſting down, detiling and 
* defaming the Houſes ot God, turning many 
* of them into Stables, Slaughter-Houſes, Pri- 
* ſons and Jakes; They have made Cloſe- 
“ Stools of Fonts and Pulpits, done as bad to 
* Communion-Tables: They have rent the 


Holy Bible in pieces, ſcorn'd at the Sacra- 


“ments, baptiz d Horſes, robb'd Churches of 
« Sacramental Utenſils, as Plate, Linnen, &c. 
* calling it Idolatrous and Superſtitious, be- 
* cauſe it had been only uſed in Chriſt's Scr- 
* vice, &c. 

Leſt you ſhould except againſt Mr Symons, 
as exaſperated by his Sufferings in the Royal 
Cauſe, but more for being the * Editor of the 
King's Book (which the Party would fain have 
none of his, that his barbarous Murder may 
be ſooner forgotten) look but into Two Tracts 
in the London Caſes, entitul'd, An Argument for 
Union, and An Exhortation to Uniov. You will 
find in both moſt of Mr. Symonss Charge a- 
bundantly confirm'd, with a further Account, 
what a Friend Liberty is to Morality and Re- 
ligion, from the Authors there cited living in 


* Vide Echard's Hiſt. Vol. 2. p. 679. 
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thoſe Times, and no Friends to Prelates ; as 
(to give you a Taſte) © That tho they (the 
Secretaries who had the Liberty you have 
markt our for the preſent Age) pretended to 
* to more Holineſs, and greater Power of 
* Godlinefs than other Men; yet in four Years 
* more Wickedneſs and provoking Abominati- 
e ons abounded with more Errours, Blaſphe- 
* mies and Confuſions than in eighty Years be- 
tore, even to the denying the Authority of 
the Scriptures, the Reſurrection and Im- 
mortality of the Soul”. And if the Ia- 
dulgence of the preſent Age can produce 
with Impunity ſuch notable Performances as 
The Fable of the Bees, Independent Whiggs, Mr. 
C-----'s Eſay «pon the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion, with numberleſs others, in contempt 
and defiance of Revelation and common 
Sence, we may well imagine what Improve- 
ments would ſoon be made, it the Charter of 
Infidelity were enlarged according to your 
Scheme; when every Man ſhall have the Liberty 
ot ſaying and doing whatſoever is right in his 

own Eyes. 4 | 
You may ſay, as I am ſatisfied you will, e- 
very thing a bad Cauſe will bear, that Liberty 
is here miſrepreſented, tho by Eye-Witneſles 
of what they wrote. Therelore pray diſpenſe 
with one Authority more, and then except a- 
gainſt it as you think fir; and this ſhall be ta- 
ken from the Judgment of the /ate Lord Chief 
Tuſtice Sir Matthew Hale, hambly dedicated to 
| the 


3 


the honourable the Judges, & . by the faithful 
Publiſher, RichAxD BAXTER. : 
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** 1 do remember { faith his Lordſhip. p. 20.) 
in the Beginning of our late Troubles, the 
only Party that viſibly appear'd, were ſome 
that deſired ſome Reformation in Church- 
Matters : And when that Party had obtained 
under the Name of the Presbyterian Party, 
ina very little while there aroſe a more ſub- 
lime Party of Men called the Independent or 
Congregational Men, which much deſpiſed the 
Former, as not arriv'd to a juſt Meaſure of 
Reformation. Shortly after that, there aroſe 
a kina of Lay-Party, which as much under- 
valued the Independent, and indeed, the Mi- 
niſtry in general. 

After that, there aroſe a Party diſcrimi- 
nating it ſelf from all the former, viz. 
the (Quakers, Theſe various Parties were 
as ſo many Subdiviſions and Kectificati- 
ons of what went before. 

And allowing each Party the Liberty of a- 


bounding in his own ſence, in the following 
Paragraph he ſubjoyns the Impoſſibility of e- 
ver reconciling them all into one, ſaying, 
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** Now the means of holding up this Diſ- 
crimination of Parties, are certain ſelect O- 
pinions, Practices or Modes, which are like 
the Badges and Colours that give each Par- 
ty his Denomination, Diſtinction and Diſcri- 
mination : And conſequently, theſe diſcrimi- 
native Badges have as great a rate ſet up- 
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*© on them as each Party ſets upon it ſelf; 
* and therefore muſt be upheld under the very 
* Notion of the Life of Religion, and muſt be 
* maintained with the greateſt Fervour imagi- 
nable. | 

Thus far that Excellent Writer, whoſe diſcer- 
ning judgment the Diſſenters by their preſent 
Practice have taken care effectually to confirm: 
For after all your Boaſts what Wonders you 
would do with the Liberty you enjoy, are you 
not ſtill dividing and ſubdividing, without the 
leaſt Proſpect of that Union, which nothing 
but your different Opinions and perverſe Spi- 
rits can obſtruct? To give one Inſtance among 
many : At your firſt coming where you are, 
did you find more than one Presbyterian Meet- 
ing? Or were there more within Memo- 
ry? Yer ſuch was your Dexterity at Uniting, 
that Ore is already become Two, and with a 
little more of your help, may multiply further 
in time: For, as I] am informed, becauſe 
your Brother of the ofher Synagogue deliver'd 
in your Hearing, an Orthodox Diſcourſe a- 
gainſt the Arian Hereſie, you were no ſooner 
got home, than you ſer about pelting him with 
an Epiſtle ot Exceptions, to fright him from a 
Subject that might tend to unite thoſe whom 
you had divided. And after all your Pretences 
to the contrary, here's another Inſtance what a 
Back-Friend you are to Liberty, by your Zeal 
to have your Brother's Judgment ſubmit to 


your own. 
The 


(17) 

The Deſign of my urging theſe things in 
oppoſition to your Scheme, is to ſhew by what 
the Publick has already ſeen and felt, what will 
be the certain Conſequences of that Liberty 
which you ſo madly and inconſiſtentely plead 
for ; and that whatever your Intent be, your 
Engine is ſo far from holding Water, that tis 
really a Cacofogo, or Spit-Fire ; and were our 
Canons, Articles and Rubrick (which you 
treat with ſo much Contempt) once laid a- 
ſide, we ſhould as naturally be over-run with 
Diſorder and Confuſion, as the Land is by the 
Sea, after the Fences are broke down. 

And, to ſhew you, I am not ſingular here- 
in, or only catch here and there at a warm 
Expreſſion or two caſually dropping from a 
partial Writer (tho I ſcarce fanſte you will 
ſay Mr. Baxter and Judge Hale were ſuch) 
pray take the deliberate and united Sence of 
the Houſe of Commons, in their Addreſs to 
King Charles II. upon his Proclamation for 
Indulgence, in 166z. [Yide Echard's Hilt.] 
Which, they ſtick not to tell his Majeſty, 174 
be a Canſe of increaſing Sefts and Sectaries, 
whoſe Numbers will weaken the true Proteſtant 
Profeſſion ſo far, that it will at laſt | be difficult 
for it to defend it ſelf againſt them ! Adding, 
among other Reaſons well worth peruſing, 
that in time ſome prevalent Set may contend for 
an Eſtabliſhment (viz. of a general Tolerati- 
on) which, for ought can be foreſeen, may end in 
Popery. | 
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To bring this Head to a Concluſion: By 
Liberty, you muſt intend either the preſent To- 
leration, (which ſure you enjoy in its utmoſt 
Extent ;) or the having it ſo extended, that 
all Parties ſhall be upon a Level, to the cre- 
ating more Diſturbances and Miſeries than 
were ever known in the ſame Compaſs of time 
fince Chriſtianity had a Being. So wide are 
you of the Truth, in aſſerting as you do, That 
the exerciſing a Spiritual Tyranny over the 
Conſciences of Men, is the Ground of all the Eu- 
mities, Church-Divifions and Party-Rage in the 
Chriſtian World, If for oppoſing what you ſo 
politively deliver for Doctrine, I am become 
ſo much your Enemy, that nothing leſs than 
my Death will content you; conſidering my 
Vouchers, I have the Famous Count Gordomar's 
Comtort on my fide, who being in danger of 
Over-ſetting in a Boat, with ſeveral of our 
Nobility, pleaſantly ſaid, It would never grieve 
him to go oft with ſo much good Company a- 
bout him. 

Reflexions of this kind turning ſo little to 
ſome Peoples Advanrage and Reputation, for 
your own ſake I will call another Cauſe. 
Church-Communion (ſay you, p. 6.) upon Scri- 
pture- Terms, is the very thing be (i.e. my ſelf) 
fears; he cannot bear the Thought : This is the 
thing at which his Soul trembles, I underſtand 
you, that's what you take for a Subject, no 
one, except he will venture burying alive, 
dares engage you upon. This Confidence 1n 

your 
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your great Abilities inclining you not to de- 
ſpair of even a Comprebenſion, with all its Dif- 
ficulties, taking effect at laſt, without naming 
the time when there was any thing like Unox 
among the Diſſenters, or the leaſt likely hood 
of their ever being more united, unleſs in their 
Endeavours to overturn the eſtabliſh'd Religi- 
on, whereof at preſent there is no great Oc- 
caſion; when you might have nam'd the time 
the Covenant was in full force, and Canons, 
Articles and Rubrick out of date, to the let- 
ting in all Diſorder, Confuſion and Immorali- 
ty for the whole time they were ſo. 

But leſt our Church ſhould expect her ſhare 
in this deſired Union, without coming to you 
for a Model, you declare, in effect, her preſent 
Terms of Communion, Ar affronting the Un- 
derſtandings of Men, and a moſt ridiculous Banter 
upon common Sence.------ — Such a Complication of 
Abſurdity and Impudence as cannot be parallel d 
even in Julian himſelf, And this as the natural 
Reſult of Two doughty Queſtions you ſuppoſe 
me in too great a Fright to anſwer with Tem- 
per, viz. 1. Whether his (Pray, let it be the 
Church's) Canons, Articles and Rubricks are 
neceſſary Rules for Chriſtian Faith and Practice? 
2. (which ought to have been firſt) Whether the 
H. Scripture, without theſe, is not the only Rule, 
and a ſufficient Rule of Chriſtian Faith and Pra- 
tice ? 

Several Authors write of Perſons of great 


Learning, who from a ſudden Fright, a Knock 
G4 o the 
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o the Pate, or the like, have fallen under ſuch 
a ſtrange Loſs of Memory, that they have ior- 
got their own Names. By this ſecond Que- 
{tion of yours, one would think the like Ac- 
cident had betallen you ; otherwiſe, how came 
you to forget the Sixth Article of our Religi- 
on, which, you muſt know, you once ſubſcribed 
to in theſe very Words, viz. Holy Scripture con- 
taineth all things neceſſary to Salvation ; ſo that 
whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not required of any Man as an Article 
of Faith, or be thought requiſite or neceſſary to 
Salvation After ſuch a plain poſitive Decla- 
ration, can you deny that your Firſt Queſtion, 
(wherein, by the way, are no leſs than three 
diſtinct Fallacies, according to the known Rules 
of Logick) doth not anſwer it ſelf 2 Our Ca- 
nons, Articles and Rubrick being no other than 
Occaſional Proviſions, ſo far neceſſary, as law- 
fully enjoyn d according to Scripture (1 Cor. 1. 
TO. 2 Cor. 14. 40. Eph. 4. 3. 1 Pet. 2. 13) for 
the ſake of Unity, Order and Edification ; that 
however you pleaſe to treat it, we take our 
Communion to be on Scripture-Terms, and on 
a Scripture-Foot ; unlels you can prove, which 
methinks you ſhould not undertake, that the 
Order and Decency fo ſtrictly required, was 
like Mr. Emlin's Baptiſm, to ceaſe with the A- 
poltles, and that thencetorward Chriſtians were 
tree from all Reſtraint, and might ſafely run 
into all the Diviſions which your Scheme of 
Liberty ſeems intended to promote. 
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After ſuch a Home-Thruſt at our Communi- 
on, on purpoſe to continue the Diſſenters in 
their Separation, your Jeſting, as you do with 
me, about Oaths, is no more than a Flea-bi- 
ting: For tho' you name me, tis the Govern- 
ment you have your Eye upon, when you ſay, 
That all the Oaths and Subſcriptions in the World 
ſerve only to keep out honeſt conſcientious Men,&c. 
But pray, is not this very ill timed ? Is it nor 
to ſay in other Words, that the Papiſts and 
Non-Jurors are the only honeſt conſcientious 
Men among(t us? Whilſt the reſt of the Nation 
are giving his Majeſty the Security the late 
Act requires ? Are they thoſe that will profeſs, 
ſubſcribe and ſwear any thing for their own Inte- 
reſt2 A fine Complement to the whole Nati- 
on, o my Word! Nay, and to your ſelf too: 
For you confeſs you have ſworn, and I dare 
ſay, you have ſubſcribed. By your own Rule, 
what are you then for both 2 An honeſt, con- 
ſcientious Soul, no doubt ont. 

Your hand being in upon this Head, 'tis a 
Wonder you had not gone through-ſtitch, by 
appealing to the ſolemn League and Covenant, 
which would have juſtified you beyond all Ex- 
ception : For as that exceeded all other Forms 
in Length, neither did it come behind the moſt 
ſacred in the Solemnity of its adminiſtring ; 
which was thus: After the Miniſter of each 


Pariſh throughout England and Wales had him- - 


ſelf taken the Covenant before the Committee, 
the Sunday following he read it, with a large 
Ex- 
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Exhortation in the Pulpit, and then admini- 
ſtred it to every Man in his Pariſh above the 
Age of Eighteen, returning the Names of the 
Recuſants. And yet, after all, this long-winded 
Oath taken as before, unluckily fell ſo ſhort of 
reforming the Nation, that never did People 
in any one Age arrive to that monſtrous height 
of Wickednets as did thoſe Saints. They who 
had ſolemnly ſworn by the Covenant to defend 
the King's Perſon, actually murderd him in 
cold Blood before his own Palace. 

Having made thus bold with the Church- 
Communion, the Clergy cannot expect your 
Mercy: Wherefore (ſay you, p. 8, 9.) It the 
Miniſter of a Pariſh, tho lawfully inſtituted 
and inducted, happen to prove in truth and re- 
alitv a Man of no Religion at all, but to all intents 
and purpoſes an Atheiſt, ( A very modeſt Suppo- 
ſition truly, and which comes very decently 
from a Man of your exemplary Piety, Humility, 
Temperance and Chaſtity,) Why then---- 

Vhat then ? -------- Why, the People (lay 
you) are as much ar liberty to chooſe their 
own Paſtor, as a Man to ſend for the Farrier 
ke likes beſt, for the Cure of his Horſe. From 
which Catholick Determination of yours, I 
crave leave ſomething to diſſent ; becauſe, with 
humble ſubmiſſion, provided the Service of the 
Church be duly and regularly pertormed, tho' 


by a Man of an ill Life, and in truth, a Diſ- 


grace to his Qrder, the People are not inſtantly 


to forſake our Communion, and run to the 
next 
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next Meeting-Houſe , when the ſame Paing 


may carry them to a Neighbour-Church ; 
ſince you know, one half of the Crimes you 


ſpeak of, will both ſuſpend and deprive any 


Clergyman in either Province, and make room 
for another : And till this is legally done, you 
know who ſaid both to the. Multitude and the 
Diſciples (Matt. 23. 2,3.) The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees fit in Moſes Seat; all therefore whatſoever 
they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do; but 
do not after their Works; for they ſay, and do 
not. So that on a Scripture-foot , here's no 
need of a Farrier yet, unleſs to lead Men into 
Schiſm. 

But, pray, how ſhall this Atheiſm to all in- 
tents and purpoſes appear? Oh! belike, no lon- 
ger ago than laſt 7rinity-Sunday, he mounted 
the Pulpit, and taking for his Text P/. 14. 
Part of the firſt Verſe, 7here is no God, he told 
his Hearers, that the foregoing Words, 7he 
Foot hath ſaid in his Heart, both here and P/. 
53- were at firſt barely a Marginal Note, till 
once upon a time (tho' what time, no Author 
pretends to ſay exactly) this, and ſeveral o- 
thers, particularly 1 John 5. 7. gave a ſudden 
Leap into the Text, and there ſeated themſelves 
without any Authority from the Criticks : Bur, 
adds he, had we been ſuffer'd to have finiih'd 
our late intended Edition of Servetus, they had 
all been proved ſpurious, in ſpite of all the mo- 
dern Aſſerters of that unintelligible Jargon of 
One in Eſſence, and Three in Perſon. 1 

o 
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How ſuch a Diſcourſe may take in ſome Af- 
ſemblies, is not for me to gueſs : But certain- 
ly, ſhould any Clergyman on this ſide Tweed 
deliver himſelf at this rate, and the Ordinary 
not proceed againſt this Monſter with the utmolt 
Severity, I ſhould take the Ordinary, whether 
Biſhop or Arch-Biſhop, to ,be as faulty as the 


Clerk, according to the known Rule, Qui non 


prohibet, cam poteſt, jubet. Wherefore you muſt 
een take your Atheiſt to your ſelf, and provide 
for him elſewhere, there being no room for him 


with us, till your Latitudinarian Scheme has 


made it. 

Some Mens Meaning may be known by 
their Gaping : Then why may not this modeſt 
Suppoſition of ſuch an Atheiſtical Prieſt, that 
neither fears God, nor regards Man, imply our 
having ſuch amongſt us; and that this is the 
chief Cauſe of the Separation betwixt us and 
the Diſſenters? Right! But then pray allow 
me the Liberty of my Suppoſal too, which is, 
that ſome of the Cobler of Glouceſters Old Li- 
bels falling lately into your hands, you have 
been comparing them with the preſent Weekly 
Invectives againſt the Clergy ; whoſe Deſign 
can be no Secret to him that will put things 
and things together. 

Not to run ſo far back as honeſt Martin Mar- 
Prelate; becauſe, tho' his Will was good, his 
Luck was very navght ; ; we will only begin, 
where all the Miſeries and Diſtractions the Na- 
tion has ever ſince groaned under, began, — 
where 
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whereto the late exorbitant Power of Fance ow d 
its firſt Riſe, the moſt unnatural Rebellion of 
164. No ſooner was the Ruin of our Hierarchy 
determined, than the beſt means to bring it to 
bear, was agreed to be, the expoſing the help- 
leſs Clergy, and rendring them vile and abo- 
minable in the Eyes of the People: And for 
this end, the Word was preſently given out 
through the Kingdom, for all to come in that 
would, to inform againſt them, Committees 
for that purpoſe being appointed, whereot Mr. 
White's was Chief. Accordingly, all that had 
been proſecuted for their Vicious Lives, Non- 
conformity, not paying their juſt Dues, or had 
conceiv'd any Prejudice againſt their lawful 
Miniſter, flock'd in with their Petitions, and 
turn'd him out ; as they could not well fail of 
doing, when no Exception againſt the Witneſ- 
ſes was allowed, and when the way was, to put 
all forts of Crimes into the Charge, and one 
Article tolerably proved, made good all the 
reſt, Hence follow'd ſtrange Havock in all 
Livings of Value, where the right Owners 
were ſure not to continue long, if true to their 
Oaths and Subſcriptions, though elſe as wor- 
thy Men in all reſpects as moſt Ages can 


boaſt of. 


* Clar. Hiſt, Symons's Vindicat. Nalſen's Collect. Vol. II. 
P. 234, &c. 
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But bare turning them out was not ſuffici- 
ent ; to juſtifie their Barbarity, Mr. White pub- 
liſhes his Centuries, containing the vileſt and 
blackeſt Calumnies, upon the innocent Suffer- 
ers: And leſt the Bulk and Price might baulk 
the Sale, Care was taken to abridge it, that no 
one might be without ſo choice a Manual. So 
great a Provocation, I believe, you will ſcarce 
deny, deſerved a juſt Return. Mr. White's 
Book being ſhewn his Majeſty, and his Leave 
ask'd to confront it with a proper Reply, ſuch 
was the Meekneſs of that Excellent Prince, he 
expreſsly denied it, by his moſt Chriſtian Tem- 
per depriving Poſterity of the beſt Light to 
judge, who at that time were the fitteſt to caſt 
the firſt Stone. Only, as bloody and deceitful 
Men ſhall not live out half their Days, Pl. 55.23. 
neither did Mr. White, but died diſtracted in 
1644, crying out, How many Clergymen, their 
Wives and Children, he had undone, | Echard's 
Hift.) So little time did this unhappy Man 
ſurvive the Miſchief he had done, to the Diſ- 
grace of a Liberal Education. 

After the Reſtoration, the ſame good People 
fell with a freſh Appetite to the old Art of Ca- 
lumny and Detraction, to diſappoint, if poſſi- 
ble, the Ad of Uniformity, then upon the An- 
vil, with this Improvement, that whereas they 
had all along affirmed their Diabolical Procee- 
dings to be the Cauſe of God, and that he was 
on their ſide, from the Wickedneſs he ſuffered 


to 


F., OOO OTE COT OT ITO oO , YT = 


C89 3 


to prevail ; now they gave out, * that he more 
openly declared it from Heaven, by certain ſur- 
priſing Sights in the Air, ſeen only by them- 
ſelves, in order to foretel the Troubles them- 
ſelves were hatching ; as we may fairly gueſs 
from the Silence ot all other Writers ot the 
ſame time. 

But this Trick not taking, nor the Nation fo 
ſoon bugbear'd out of their Senſes, all the late 
Viſions diſappear d at once, to make room for 
downright Scandal; which, proper Inſtruments 
that wovld go through thick and thin, were 
made choice of to diſperſe ; and among others, 
the Cobler of Glouceſter, as he ſtiles himſelt, one 
Ralph Wallis, who from a Shoemaker, became 
a molt ſcurrilous impudent Libeller as ever 
blurred Paper; undertaking, with the Helps 
ſent him ready dreſt from all Parts, to blacken 
the Clergy. The Title-Page of his Third Li- 
bel, printed in 1668, begins verbatim thus: 
Room for the Cobler of Glouceſler and his Wife, 
with ſeveral Cart-Loads of abominable, irregu- 
lar, pitiful, ſtinking Prieſts, &c the chief of 
which were Archbiſhop Sheldon, Biſhop Morley, 
Nicholſon, and others eminent for their great 
Piety, Learning, and Sufferings, whom, with- 
out charging with any Crime, he is for turn- 
ing to Grafs, ſeizing their Revenves to ſave 
Taxes, and ſupplying their Places with thoſe 


— 
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whoſe rebellious Preachments had help d to ru- 
ine the Nation. 

And to make the World believe, how much 
reaſon he had on his ſide, he ſubjoyns all the 
vile Stuff he could pick up, of ſome few wret- 
ched Itinerants poor Curates, and as poor In- 
cumbents; not regarding what Sir Benjamin 
Rudyerd told the Commons in more Speeches 
than one, That ſcandalous Livings cannot but 
have ſcandalous Miniſters ; concealing all the 
while, that his black Liſk almoſt to a Man, 
conliſted of Perſons educated under Presbyte- 
rian Tutors : Such is the Purity of their Diſei- 
pline, and ſuch their Policy, to blacken the 
Church of England with the immoral Lives of 
their own Creatures. 8 

But you will ſay, how does this affect the 
Body of the Diſſenters? J heartily wiſh it did 
not, even from their firſt leaving us ; and that 
their taking the Work out of Satan's hands, 
and doing his Drudgery, in accvſing the Bre- 
t hren. had not been more ſerviceable to the 
Rebellion, than all their Cannon in the Field; 
Whereof ſome are ſo ſenſible, that they are 
vigorouſly carrying on the ſame Cauſe by the 
fame Means, in hopes of ſuch an End as a ge- 
nerous Enemy muſt lament. 

You certainly were very arch in that grave 
Queſtion, Whether e Church be a Father or 
a Mother o If in ſo ridiculous a Remark you 
only intended to hit the low Taſte of your 
Admirers, it may be pardonable: But it you 

really 
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really deſign'd to be witty, you ſhew your (elf 
as deſpicable a Pretender to Wit, as you are to 


Science. So J ſhall paſs by your Joke, which 


was the only Anſwer you could make to the 
Queſtions I propos'd, and ask you one grave 
Queſtion more. Suppoſe your Scheme obtain- 
ed, and all the Diſſenters, from a particular A- 
verſion to Oaths, Canons, Articles and Rubrick, 


were ſufferd to ga their own Lengths without 


Reſtraint; ſo long as they pretended being on 
a Scriptare-foot, do you in ſober ſadneſs think, 
that no Confufion, no Diſturbance would fol- 
low in the State : If you ſay, Not, give me 
leave to convince you of the contrary, by a 
known Inſtance I hinted before, which is this; 
Tho 0. Cromwell is characteriz d to have ated a 
more Tyrannical and Arbitrary Part than all the 
Kings of England together fince the Norman Con- 
gueſt *, riding the Nation at the rate he did; yet 
he found ſuch an Over-match in the growing 
Sectaries, as made him cry out, with all his 
Guards, and the Devil, his good Friend and 
Ally, about him, They muſt be ſatisfy'd ; They 
muſt be ſatisfy d, or we ſhall all ran into Blood 
again. ( Echard's Hiſt. p. 734.) 

And leſt you ſhould fay, this was only a 
ſudden Corruption, owing to a proſperous Re- 
bellion, pray hear an Author or two deſcribing 
ſome People in their proper Colours, long be- 
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fore the Rebellion began. The firſt ſnall be no 


leſs a Perſon than his preſent Majeſty's Royal 


Great Grandfather and Predeceſſor in the 
Throne which he now fills with ſo much Glo- 
ry; who in his Book dedicated to Prince Heu- 
ry, to inſtru him how to rule, and keep the 
Crown upon his Head, particularly cautions 
him (Lib. 2. p 44.) to beware of the Puritans, 
as the very Peſt of Church and State, whom, 
faith he, »o Favours can engage, Oaths bind, or 
Promiſes oblige; who breathe nothing but Sediti- 
on and Calumny, and are beyond all Meaſure am- 
bitiouſly aſpiring. I call (adds his Majelty) 
the great God to witneſs (and ſure I ought to be 
ſincere in making my Will) that I have not _ 
more Ingratitude and Perjury among the barbarous 
Highlanders, or thieviſh Borderers. than among 
thoſe Phanatical Spirits, whoſe Teachers and Ring- 
leaders, as you regard your (Quiet and Tranquilli- 
ty, never ſuffer in your Countrey, unleſs as So- 


crates did his Wife Xantippe, to exerciſe your 


Patience. This, and much more, with a long 
ſerious Complaint of that Royal Author at the 
Hampton-Court Conference, (p. 79, &c,) give too 
much credit to the Words of -a Foreigner (Pet. 
Bertii Orbis Breviar) about the Beginning of 
K. Charles the Firſt's unhappy Reign, Habent 
hoc proprium Calviniſtæ, ut ſtatum in quem irrep- 
ſerunt, evertant : neque ante conquieſcant quam 
iph rerum potiantur, Irriſores, turbulent, fattioft, 
diſpataces, ingrati, arrogantes ſupra quam dici aut 
credi poteſt. A bad Character, I own ; = - 
ifie 
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ſtiſied to a Tittle, by what ſoon followed; and 
will be again, whenever it is in your Power to 


Bite as well as Bark. 
To all this, I ſee your Reply in readineſs. 


The Pot muſt not pretend to give the Kettle: 


Hard Names, nor the Clergy of the Church of 
England pretend to Prate ; Who, (ſay you, 
P. S. p. 14.) take the Oaths, and then banter, 
pretend to waſh them down with a Glaſs of Wine, 
and quote Hudibras to juſtifie their Perjury. 
But, pray Sir, were you ever in Company 
where this was actually done > Or have you 
only bare Hear-ſay for ſo black an Accuſa- 
tion? If no more, then take my Hear-ſay 
along with it, which I had from a Noxjurer ; 
and therefore, by your own Rule, an Honeſt 
Conſcientious Man, as, bating his Recuſancy, 
he certainly was, in the Opinion of all that 
knew him ; who told me what follows, as near 
as I can recollect, verbatim. IWhilſt the Abju- 
ration was taking in Dorletſhire, in the late 
Queen's Time, ſome Perſons in Black, pretending 
themſelves Clergymen, ſlopp d at a Publick Inn; 
and calling for Liquor, ſaid they would waſh down 
the Oath they had taken that Day ; with ſeveral 
abufrue flings at the Government : When upon 
Enquiry, it appear d they were not Clergymen, 
but ſome Back Friends of another Denomination, 
who did it purpoſely to render the Clergy odious 
to the Government. And why may not the like 
Practice be ſtill on foot in more Places than 

one 2? 
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C 32 ) 
one ? and you told for a Truth, what had 
really no other Ground ? 
Well, but if one Story will not content you, 


take another, I had from a Perſon living in 
London at the Time; who aſſurd me, The 


© Pariſh-Clerks complain'd loudly againft the 


« Diſſenters, for coming to Church, and takin 
© the Sacrament to qualifie themſelves ; ang 
« when they had ſo done, watch'd their 

© portunity, and fpit out the Bread and Wine 
* upon the Place.” Now your Opinion; Who 
give moſt Offence, and are moſt liable to Cen- 
{ure, they that take the Oaths with a Glaſs of 
Wine, and a Scrap of Hudibras after ; or thoſe 
that are guilty of a Crime roo black to be re- 
peated 2 Nor had it been nam'd by me, but to 
convince you, that Faults are not a/ of one 
Side, nor large Bodies to ſuffer, for here and 
there a profligate Wretch's having no Sence of 
God or Religion. 

Yet this 1s no baulk to you, who are for 
proving the Clergy Rebels, from the late Con- 
ſpiracy, under Conſideration of the Parliament; 
which (fay you, p. 15.) will afford us ſufficient 
Evidence. Now, not to ask you whether you 
are turning Informer, or what great Numbers 
ot the Clergy yet appear concern d, or were fo 
in the Preſton-Rebellion; or whether the Bench 


of Biſhops were unanimous in acquitting the 


late Biſhop of Rocheſter 2 Pray, under favour, 
before you gallop too faſt, let the Saddle be 
put upon the right Horſe. 

The 


'S 


(33 ) 

The Diſſenters, we all know, being an fn. 
duſtrious People at turning the Penny, were 
as deep in the late Bubbles, even down ro 
the Harburgh Lottery, (a Word to the Wiſe) as 
any of their Neighbours. When Stocks ran 
high, and they ſaw all the Wealth of the Nati- 
on flowing in upon them daily, then, Never 
ſuch a Monarch ! Neuer ſuch a Miniſtry before / 
Out-doing, it poſlible, their very Addreſſes to 
the late King James: But no ſooner was the 
Tide turnd, and their Fairy Riches gone at a 
Clap, put your Head into what Coffee Houſe 
you could, frequented by Diſſenters, you had 
good luck if you heard any thing but Treaſon, 
yea, ſuch open Treaſon, as a Man could not 


well hear without the hazard of Miſpriſion; 


which (as has been declared) being repreſented 
to the Pretender, gave birth to the late Conſpi- 
racy. 

But, not to make a Jeſt of Rebellion, or an 
Apology tor it, there are, 'tis plain, two ſorts 
of Rebels; one, that rebel out of a falſe Prin- 
ciple of paying their Allegiance where 'tis nor 
due; the other, thoſe that rebel not ſo much a- 
gainſt this or that Monarch, as againſt Monar- 
chy it (elf ; which they rarely live quietly un- 
der, without plotting to exchange it tor 2 Con- 
ſtitution of their own chuſing. King James I. 
in the Book I cited, after telling the Prince, that 
'tis Pride, Avarice and Ambition make Men at- 
tempt Alterations; and what Inſtruments are 
employ'd for ſuch purpoſes, adds, how the A- 
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Fay 


Preachers us'd him from his Cradle, by falling 
upon him at every turn in their Sermons and 
Harangues, for no other reaſon, but becauſe he 
was a Hing; in their judgment (faith he) of all 
Evils the greateſt. (Hinc etiam ſæpius in conci- 
onibus & pro roſtris me laceſſunt, non alio nomine, 
niſi quia Rex eſſem, quo nullum majus malum eſſe 
exiſtimarunt, p 4%.) And whatever was pre- 
tended all along to the contrary, the true De- 
ſign of the Grand Rebellion, was the Fall of 
Monarchy, as was proved at Cooks Tryal, by 
his intimate Acquaintance, that bad endeavou- 
red to diſſwade him from acting as he did at the 
King's Tryal. To whom the Regicide anſwer d, 
Tou muſt wait upon God the uſual Language of 
choſe Saints, when they were playing the De- 
vil.) adding, that tho the King was as gracious 
and wiſe a Prince as any was in the World; yet 
he muſt die, and Monarchy muſt die with him. 
Thus ſeriouſly to convince you, if poſſible, 
that Fggs are Eggs in all Ages and Countries; 
and that where Men are acted by the ſame Prin- 
ciples, they will be known by their Fruits; You 
ſce, I bring- my Authors ſor what J fay on a 


Subject a Reſtleſs Faction has made but too 
Copious. 


The next Cauſe, if you pleaſe, ſhall be the 
Croſs in Baptiſm ; which (lay you, and will not 
be contradicted ) we have inſeparably tack d to a 
Divine Inſtitution. An old weaither-beaten Ob- 
jection againſt our Liturgy, tho rarely coming 

in 


6 8 


in the ſame blunt Terms you now expreſs it. 
In the Hampton- Court Conference (p. 69, 70.) 
we have it in a Paragraph, which for your fake 
T ſhall tranſcribe entire. Mr. XKzewſtubbs (one 


of the four Advocates {or the. Puritans his ſe- 


cond Queſtion was, that fut caſe, the 


Church had ſuch Power to add ſignificant 


“Signs, whether it might there add them, 


where Chriſt had already ordained one? 
Which, he (aid, was no leſs derogatory to 
Chriſt's Inſtitution, than it any Potentate of 
this Land ſhould preſume to add his Seal to 


* the Great Seal of England To which his 


Majeſty anſwer d, That the Caſe was not a- 
like; for that no Sign or Thing was added to 
e the Sacrament, which was fully and perſect- 
© ly finiſhed before any mention of the Croſs is 

“ made. | 
The Iſſue of this Conſerence was, that the 
Four coming ſull-fraught with Exceptions a- 
gainſt the Liturgy and Ceremonies, were fo 
convinced of their Miſtakes, they jointly promi- 
ſed to be quiet and obedient. Particularly, Dr. 
Sparte not only practiſed Univerſal Contormi- 
ty himſelf, and privately by Word and Writing 
perſwaded others to the like; bur foon at- 
ter publiſhed a Tract, dedicated to the King, 
with this Title: 4 Brotherly Perſwafion to Unt. 
ry and Uniformity 11 Judgment and Practice tou 
ching the received and preſent Eccleftaſt ical Go. 
verument, and the authorized Rites and Ceremo- 
nies of the Church of England, Sc. Where the 
+ Sub- 
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(36) 


Subject of this. Sixth Chapter is, 7 be Croſs in 
Baptiſm; of the Seventh, An Anſwer to all 
Objections againſt it; which none was more 
likely to know than himſelf, being noted betore 
tor a great Nonconformiſt, and a Pillar of Pu- 
ritaniim. (Wood, Vol. I. p. 351.) 

But becauſe I find not your [ſeparable Tack 
here, let us come to our Liturgy and Rubrick ; 
if not here neither, for all your Confidence, 
the Cauſe muſt go againſt you. As for Private 
Baptiſm, there's not one Syllable of the Croſs ; 
and yet, faith the Rubrick, Let them not doubt 


'but the Child ſo baptized, is lawfully and ſuffici- 


ently baptized, and ought not to-be baptized a- 
gain. But then (ſay you) why is it thought 
expedient to bring the Child after this into the 
Church? Oh, Sir, for a very good reaſon, in 
the ſame Period, without a Word of the Croſs, 
vx to ſatisſie the Congregation, that accord- 
ing to the true Form ot Baptiſm, the Child has 
been baptized already; which ought to con- 
vince you and all others, of your groſs Mi- 
{lake ; becauſe to the Form that gives the Eſſe 
to Baptiſm, and conſiils ſolely in a proper Appli- 
cation of the Element (whether by dipping or 
ſprinkling the Infant or Adult, by what Hand 
15 out of the Queſtion) and pronouncing the 
Words of the Inſtitution, the Croſs is ſo tar from 
being inſeparably tack'd, that even in Publick 
Baptiſm 'tis never added, till after the-Baptiſm 
it felt is full and compleat, as Private Baptiſm 
is, without that Venerable Symbol, Which is re- 

tained 
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tained purely in conformity to the Firſt Ages, 
even up to the Apoſtolical, as the Learned Dr. 
Reynolds himſeit confeſſed at the Conference 
(p. 68 ) whilſt arguing for the laying it aſide. 


And becauſe ſome People were ſtill uneaſie, to 


fatisfie the moſt Scrupulous, was that large Ca- 
non made the Rubrick refers to, by odds the 
largeſt of the whole 141; whereof I here pre- 
ſent you with a Part faithfully tranſcribed, 
Viz. 


cc 
cc 
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„ Firſt, The Church of England, ſince the A- 
boliſhing of Popery, hath ever held and taught, 
and doth hold and teach ſtill, that the Sign 
of the Croſs uſed in Baptiſm, is no part of the 
Subſtance of that Sacrament: For when the 
Miniſter dipping the Infant in Water, or lay- 
ing Water on the Face of it (as the manner 
alſo is) hath pronounced theſe Words, I ap. 
tize thee in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, the Infant is fully 
and perlectly baptized ; fo as the Sign of the 
Croſs being afterwards uſed, doth neither add 
any thing to the Virtue and Perfection of 
Baptiſm, nor being omitted, doth detract any 
thing from the Eflect and Subſtance of it. 


&« Secondly, It is apparent in the Communion- 


Book, that the Intant baptized, is, by virtue 
of Baptiſm, before it be ſigned with the Sign 
of the Crols, received into the Congregation 


* of Chriſts, Flock, as a perfect Member there- 
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of; and not by any Power aſeribd to the 


* Sign of the Croſs. 

Now it after ſuch a plain and full Declarati- 
on to the contrary, you ſhall ſtill affirm, that 
in the Sence and Judgment of the Church, the Croſs 
in Baptiſm is in(eparably tack'd to a Divine In- 
ſtitution; Either you arc guilty ot an egregious 
Blunder, in not diſtinguiſhing the Inſtitution 
from the Office ; or (which is more probable) 
of a downright Falſhood, purpoſely to keep the 
People in Ignorance; leſt they ſhould return to 
the Communion of a Church that laments their 
Departure, and-with open Arms 1s ready to re- 
ceive them. 

T cannot cloſe this Head, without producing 
one Authority, againſt which I1 hope you can 
have no Objection, and that is, the Right Re- 
verend Biſhop of your own Dioceſs, in his Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Conformity, from whom I have 
tranſcrib'd a Paragraph or two for your Inſtru- 
ion. © Another Objection (ſays he, p. 59.) 
* againſt this Sign, (viz. ot the Croſs) is, that 
it looks as if Baptiſm, as Chriſt had appointed 
* 1t, were not eſteem'd a Bond ſufficiently firm 
and ſtrong. (Anſwer ) Not by us who have 
declard in plain and expreſs Words, that 
Baptilm is compleat without it, and the In- 
fant a Chriſtian as much belore as after it. 
Beſides, ue imagine ſuch an Objection as this 
as ſtrong, and as concluding may be made 
againſt you, or any who ule any Prayers at 
* Baptiſin ; you know it is ſufficient without 

one 
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ce one Prayer; and yet this is no Objection a- 


gainſt the uſe of Prayers at ſuch a Solemnity. 
He alſo puts the Caſe of impoſing Ceremonies, 
in as ſtrong a Light as poſſible, and ſuppotes, 
that the Governors of the Church of England 
ſhould abuſe their Authority: © Even then, 

(lays he P. 83.) © do not think a Separation 
can be jullißed: Becauſe a Separation is of a 
great deal worſe Conſequence, to both Church 
and State, than a Compliance with Autho- 
rity, in what had better not have been com- 
manded. The Governor may tranſgreſs his 
Duty in commanding, and yet I may be un- 
der an Obligation to obey ; and the Pretence 
of witneſſing again{t his Impoſitions, is or 
of half ſo much force as the witneſſing aganit 

publick Diſturbance and Diſorder. Therefore 
(adds he) © the Biſhops ought ſtill to aſſert that 
Authority they arc intruſted with: They 
P * ſhould teſtiſie againſt unwarrantable Separa- 
* tion ; they ſhould give what Check they can 
to thoſe Principles, which have brought ſuch 
Confuſion and Diſorder into this Church and 
Nation; and ſhould reſiſt the Deſigns of Evil 
Men, who, as they may well judge, make 
uſe of the Ignorance of ſome Honeit Chr: 

* ſtians, to over-turn our whole Conſtitution, 

* and under this ſhelter, to ſtrike at our very 
* Root and Foundation”. Again, (ſays he, 
p. 138.) © It is my Opinion, that there never 
* was, nor will be a National Conſtitution fo 
** pertec, but that ſomething may be added to 
it: 
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« it: With what Churches therefore will you 
4 communicate? If with imperfect Churches, 
* why not with the Church of Exglande Which 
% on many weighty Accounts, deſerves to be 
e conſider'd by you in the firſt Place. If only 
ce with perfect ones, where will you find them: 
* In what happy Place, in what Climate, free 
* from Prejudice and Paſſion, are they ſeen 2 
&* IT wiſh you would conſider your own Practice, 
* and fee whether you can well reconcile it to 
* the Principle we are now upon; and look upon 
* the nature and tendency of this Principle, 
e and fee if you can eaſily reconcile it to 
* REASON and CHRISTIANITY.” I fancy 
this is News to you; if it be, pray conſider . 
well of it, and be juſt to your own Convicti- 
ons. 


Well, think you, if I am guilty of a Blunder, 
am I alone? Did not Britannicus ſay, The Scrip- 
ture aſſerts Three in Perſon and One in Eſſence 2 
Now let him produce me a Bible printed or MS. 
with any ſuch Text in it if he can. But, 
pray, Sir, hear Reaſon without Paſſion Did 
not one Franciſcus Davides, a noted Socinian 
before you, tell Socinus, that the Terms Eſſence 
and Perſon were not in Scripture 2 And did not 
the Patriarch reply, that they expos'd their Cauſe 
who went upon ſuch grounds ; and that if the 
ſence of them were in Scripture, it was no matter 
whether the Terms were or not? 'Tis like, you 


may have Socinus's Works by you; if you have, 
| turn 


(41) 
turn to Vol I. p. 778. and fee whether I am 
right; becauſe, I confeſs, I have it at ſecond- 
hand, from the late Bitnon Sing fleet ( Vindlic. 
of the Trinity, p 118.) and or the Sence of 
thete Terms, Eſſence, or Subſtance and Perſon 


being in Scripture. Tis ſtrange, after ſub{cri- 


bing Article 1. and 6. you ſhould object, or 
joke upon me tor a wholeſale implicit Believer, 
when you your ſcl: are the ſame; nay, go be- 
yond me much in ſubſcribing what you ſeem 


never to have conſider d. Eliſe, how come you 


to ſay as you do, That the Article of the Trinity 
was ve ver defin d or explain d by the Church. when 
the Nicene and Athanaſian Creeds muſt have in- 
formed you better, had you but reflected u hat 
it was you ſubicribed to in Are. 8. 

This Overſight of yours is the greater; be- 
cauſe in order to make it abſurd and ridiculous, 
you were juſt before attempting to thew the 
Church's Sence in Miniature, from the Varicty 
of Opinions among the Athanaſians ; not con- 
{idering again, that you are actually arguing 
againſt your felt; For what ſtronger Ev:dence 
can there be of the Trinity being an Article of 
Faith, than the different Opinions of the Lear- 
ned about the manner of it ? 

But here, Sir, if you pleaſe, III help you 
out, for really you need it : The Explications 
you ſpeak of, be they ever ſo many, are really 
nothing to the purpoſe ; nor has the Church 
any thing to do with them : They are only the 
Conceptions of ſome private Perſons, who ha- 
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(42) 
ving the ſame modeſt Opinion of their Abili- 
ties, as you ſeem to have of your own, under- 
took what they had much better have let a- 
lone, to explain by Reaſon that which is in- 


finitely above Reaſon, and wherein Reaſon 1s no 
other ways concernd, than to diſcern whether 


it be plainly reveald in Scripture, or not; 


which, among infinite other Places, we take 
it to be, from the Words in Baptiſm, becauſe 
ſo underſtood in the Firſt Ages, as the late Biſhop 


Stilling fleet fully proves in the 9th Chapt. of his 


Learned Vindication of the Trinity; and the 
preſent Dr. Waterland aſſerts in the Second De- 
fence, p. 449. in Words ſo proper to the pur- 
poſe, that, with his Permiſſion, I ſhall tran- 
{cribe the whole Period, running thus: That 
I] may fay ſomething that may be uſeful to 
common Readers, the caſe is thus: The 
Faith of the Church all along was, in Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt, One God, into 
which they were baptizd : The Father was 
not the Son, nor che Son the Father, nor the 
Holy Ghoſt either of the other. This was 
the common Faith of the Church before 
either Perſon or Subſtance was talk'd of.” 
Thus far the Dr. which is all the Anſwer that 


«c 
40 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ce 


[need be given to that unpertinent Suggeſtion 


of yours, where you make me ſay, That the 


Church in all Ages is agreed upon this Point 


(the Doctrine of the Trinity) zn Sence as wel 
as in Sound ; whereby impoſing To Words up- 
on me Which I ule not, you would perſwade 

the 


(an) 


the Unwary Reader, that the Church had no 
determinate Meaning at all; becauſe private 
Perſons have diſagreed in their Interpretati- 
ons of it. 

-With the ſame honeſt Intention, you repre- 


* ſent me as confounding Iaferexce and 4ſſertion, 


as it I were inſenſible what muſt follow upon 
ſuch a ſtrange Conceſſion : For, as you right- 
ly obſerve, At this rate, any Party-Zealot of 
what Opinion or Perſwaſion ſoever, might eafily 
make the Scripture aſſert whatever he pleaſes : 
For 'tis but to call his own Aſſertion, a Scrip- 
ture-Aſſertion, or a neceſſary Inference from plain 
Texts, and the buſineſs is done And ſo it were, 
no doubt on't : But of all Men living, I leaſt 
expected this from you; becauſe it knocks 
your Scheme for Liberty o the head all at 
once; proving it both impracticable and in- 
conſiſtent with the publick Peace. 

For ſuppoſe, in order to the uniting all Par- 
ties upon Scripture-Terms, a General Aſſembly 
were appointed, where each Sect had its De- 
legates, with free liberty of ſpeech ; think you 
cer a one of them all would fo far betray his 
Truſt, as to own the holding Doctrines con- 
trary to Scripture ? But after a long and fruit- 
leſs Altercation, depart juſt as thev came, on- 
ly much fuller of mutual Animoſities, even to 
the laying a Foundation for civil Broils, as ſuch 
Aſſemblies are known to have done more than 
once, in Scotland and elſeu here. 
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In ſhort, your reflecting upon others for 
Swearing and Subſcribing, is ſomewhat ſingular, 
conſidering you have done both your felt; if 
you repent ol either, you ought to let the World 
know it, and not illegally enjoy the Benefit of 
the Act, contrary to the intent of it : For the 
Proviſo is very expreſs, That this Att ſhall not 
extend to give Faſe, &c. to any Perſon that ſhall 
deny in his Preaching or Writing the Doctrine of 
the Bleſſed Trinity, as it is declar d in the afore- 
faid Articles of Religion. So that unleſs you are 
true to your Subſcription. you ought to ſhut 
up your Conventicle, that the People may ei- 
ther go to Church, or become one Aſſembly, 
as they were be'ore your uniting Spirit had di- 
vided them: And this makes your inſulting 
Britannicus for his Eſſence and Three Perſons, 
the more unaccountable ; becauſe he ſaid no 
more than what you have fubſcrib'd, and muſt 
abide by, or forfeit the Liberty allow'd you by 
the Toleration. 


Having in my Letter (p. ig.) given ſome 


ſhort Hints how well you and the Author ol a 


Popith Pamplilet agreed in your Sentiments, 
you tell me in your b. S. (p 14.) That it is all 
to ag much Purpeſe, as if I had gone off from the 
Matter in hund. to the World in the Moon. | have 
all along caken particular Care, not to ſay what 
J had no Authoruy for; and therefore, leſt you 
ſnould comphain, as the Poprſh Writers did, of 
being milreprelented, I ſhiall now tranſcribe at 

large, 
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large, what I before but briefly referr'd to: The 
pamphlet was publiſh'd with Allowance, in 
1687. under the Title of An Agreement between 
the Church of England and Church of Rome: 
Where the Author of the Preface, having told 
us that the Controverſie lay only berween the 
Church of Rome and the Proteitant iiilenters, 
adds in the next Page, That ever fince the Breach 
between the Church of England and the Fro! e/taut 
Diſſenters has had its Being. we have lef/ us no- 
thing but the Name, the Shadow of a Protejt ant 
Church of kngland. 

And pray how much ſhort come you of this, 
when you demand of Britannicus, (Enthuftaſm, 
p. 47-) What upon your own Principles can you 
think of a Church. that claims I know not what 


ſort of Authority, after ſhe has given up aud fworn 


away all Authority to the Crown 2 Whica in your 
> you affirm to be Matter of Fatt, undeniably 


plain and known to every Body : Having told us — 
tore, (p. 8.) that xo doubt but the Clergy, fo far as 


Cui Officers, and expect their Pay from the Crown, 
muſt conform themſelves in Matters of Religion to 
the Civil Law. ] have not Leviathan by me, ſo 
cannot direct you to the Chapter, but queſtion 
not its being there, being a Doctrine Hobbs is 
ſo full of; he is up with it at leaſt Three ſeve- 
ral times in his Hiſtory ot our Civil Wars, 
P. 62, 70, 80, His Words 1n the laſt cited Page 
are theſe; Me never ſhall have a laſting Peace, till 
the Miniſters know they have no Authority but 
what the Supream Civil Power grues them : So 

you 
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you ſee you have more than one Writer to ſcrape 
Acquaintance with. 
But to return to my Romziſh Author: Is not 
Ft, (ſays he, p. 78.) Huy particular Church ſhould 
be its own Judge in its bun Cauſe, nor any of but 
equal Authority, Latitude and Fallibility. One 
articular Church can no more judge another, that 
fands in the ſame Degree with it of Subordinati- 
on, than one Man can judge another, &c. And 
in the next Page ; The very Diſputes about the 
nature of Schiſm, when and where it is. will make 
Schiſms without end: One Church will ſpit at ano- 
ther as Schiſmatical upon all Occafions, as it is now 
among the Proteſtants: Thus He. And pray do 
not you ſay the very ſame, (p. 44?) viz. What- 
ever the Separation be, betwixt the Conformiſts 
and Nonconformiſts, it is certainly mutual ; and 
they both equally and alike ſeparate from one ano- 
ther. Suppoſe then, to carry on the Feſt, (make 


you a Jeſt of the Difference between Prote- 
ſtants !) 7 ſhould ſet the Kirk of Scotland againſt 


you, and tell you roundly, that till you can prove 
by a clear and evident chain of Reaſon, that the 
Terms of Communion with the Kirk are unreaſona- 
ble and ſinful ; you muſt not take it ill to be told, 
that you are guilty of Schiſm, or a cauſeleſs Sepa- 
ration from a ſound Branch of the Catholick Church. 
If you ſhould ſay, the Model of Government and 
Terms of Communion in that Church, have been 
already ſufficiently demonſtrated to be unreaſonable 
and ſinful, by many Able and Learned Men : A 


true Kirk-Man will as abſolutely deny this, and as 
poſt 
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poſitively infiſt on the contrary ; and then he would 


be even with you, and ſay as much in defence of his 
ownChurch, as you have in defence of yours. Thus 


you, And now 1 leave it to the Reader, he- 


ther any Man that allows one Egg like another, 
will deny a perfect Harmony betwixt you? Or 
ſcruple in the leaſt to affirm, that had any Diſ- 
ſenting Teacher banter'd at this rate in King 
Fames's Time, he would not have been ſent for 
to Court, careſs'd by Father Petre, and diſmiſs'd 
with a Penſion, for ſerving the Cauſe as heartily 
as one of their own Body. 

There is one merry Paſſage in the Preface 
2 cited, may deſerve a little notice; where 
the Writer humbly propoſes it to our Nobility 
and Gentry, how they can with Honour renounce 
the Name of a Roman Catholick, unleſs they not 
only favour, but cloſe with the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters. A Propoſal well laid, and ſuitable to the 
Politicks of a Church, which at that time main- 
tain'd ſuch a Friendly Correſpondence with the 
Diſſenters: It might probably have kil'd Two 
Birds with One Stone, and brought in both to- 
gether ; as I ſhall endeavour to thew, atter a 
ſhort Remark on what no one yet, as I remem- 
ber, has taken much notice of. This Pamphlet 
or the Agreement of the Two Churches of England 
and Rome, was, as I ſaid before, publith'd in 87. 
when there needed no other Evidence to the 
contrary, than the daily Oppoſition betwixt the 
Writers of each Communion : And this very 


Tear was it, if we may take their own Word, 
(Con- 
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(Confiderations on the Explications of the Trinity, 
p 59.) that the Arzars and Socinians began to 
ſhew themſelves ;: who had lain dormant in 
great meaſure from Biddle's Death. The Que- 
{tion is, what moved them to take that Time 
for it 2 Which ſeems either trom their obſerving 
our beſt Pens, and molt likely to confute them, 
otherwiſe employ'd ; or let upon it by the Ro- 
miſh Party, to divide a Force they tound them- 
ſelves unable to engage. However, now was 
the Stock laid in, that was never intended to 
lie long upon Hand ; for no ſooner was the Re- 
volution over, than it came out very plentifully, 
with loud demands to be anſwer'd with Reaſon, 
and not put off with Jargon and unintelligible 
Terms. Whereupon ſome of our Divines think- 
ing to undertake em in their own Way, for 2 
while furniſh d freſh Matter for their Mirth ; till 
Scripture and Antiquity did then, as it has late- 
ly again, what all rheir Schemes and Explica- 
tions will ever come ſhort of. 

After ſo Large and Orthodox a Deſence of 
the Trinity, by the Worthy and Learned Dr Ca- 
lamy, the Diſſenters in general muſt not be 
charg d with maintaining the contrary Doctrine; 
but it the Revival of the Arian and Socinian He- 
reſies, was really an Artiſioe of Rome, ſome of 
their Teachers cannot be ſo excus'd for other 
Reaſons, beſides ſending ſuch ſmall Help as they 
did againit Popery, when moſt needed, and 
actually taking Pay from the Romiſh Agents, to 
exaſperate their Hearers againſt che Church of 

England, 


93 


(49) 
England by their inflaming Eloquence ; as the 
Marqueſs of Hallifax, the greateſt Stateſman of 
that Age, did not ſcruple to intimate, in his 


well known Letter to a Diſſenter, written with 
great Lite and Spirit ; to ſhew the danger and 


' tendency of the Diſſenters addreſſing the King 


for an Indulgence contrary to Law; telling them 
that by ſo doing they manifeſted their readineſs 
to take off the J eſt and Penal Laus, the only Se- 
curity we had againſt Popery. 5 
Tho they knew all this as well as his Lord- 
ſhip, and that the like Declaration had twice 
before been voted 7/egal ; and from Coleman's 


Letters, that the Papiſts had labour'd all along 


to obtain a Toleration, as the greateſt Service 
they could do their Cauſe : Yer, to ſhew their 
Reſolution to perſiſt as they had begun, The 
Diſlenters, (ſays Mr. Echard) from all Parts of 
the Kingdom ſwell'd the Gazettes, for near a 
whole Summer with their Addreſſes; and ſome 
of them ſo extravagantly worded, the very 
King thought em Fulſome ; as well he might, 
when the Presbyterians told his Majeky, Ile 
had reſtor 4 God to his Empire over Conſcience. A 
Complement Dryden could not help ſmiling at, 
and ſaying, even whilſt pleading tor Indulgence, 
and perſwading the Diſſenters thanktully to em- 
brace it, that was a Boldneſs he durſt not ſtretch 
the Figure to. (Preface to the Hind and Panther ) 
But of all the Addreſſes, we are told ( Echard, 
Ibid.) that from Mr. Alſop, a Preacher at We/t- 
minſter, was moſt remember d: Which the Hi- 
G ſſtorian 
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ſtorian forbears to particularize, for no other 


Reaſon as we can ſuppoſe, but becauſe 


it w 
too bad. 2 


As for the Quakers, Lord Halifax obſerves, 
that of a ſudden they were become for good 
Breeding the moſt accompliſh'd Men in the 
Kingdom, gave Thanks with ſuch a grace, in 
ſuch double-refin d Language, twould have 
been no ſurprize had one of that Perſwaſion 
been made Maſter of the Ceremonies. In ſhort, 
(as my Author obſerves) were any Confidence 
to be put in Addreſſes, the reſt of the World 
might naturally look upon the King as immove- 
able in his Throne. 

Now after all the Hard Names given Popery, 
all the Black Stories of Q Mary, Smithfield, the 
Powder Plot, and Iriſh Maſſacre, frequently told 
their Children to prejudice them againſt the 
Church of England, as Couſin-German to that 
of Rome : All of a ſudden, a violent Friendſhip 
was (truck up, as that the Diſſenters ſhould ſign 
Circular Addreſſes, drawn up by Popiſh Prieſts ; 
(Letter to a Diſſenter :) The Papiſts ſupply'd 
the Diſſenters with Meeting-Houſes, and hir'd 
ſome to preach in them ; who gratefully ac- ' 
knowledg'd they ſound Popery very different 
from what they thought it; and that really it 
was quite another thing, than what they had 
been taught to believe it. It muſt be own'd, 
this warm fit of Friendſhip did not laſt long: 
No ſooner was the P. of O landed, and K. James 
ready to quit White-Ha#, but Popery in wy In- 
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ſtant reaſſum'd all its former Terrors, and the 


Whore of Babylon, with whom they were juſt 


beginning to be very familiar, grew all of a ſud- 
den older and uglier than ever; then nothing 
but Cauldrons, Long Knives, Proteſtant Bridles, 
(Vid. Old Stories that preceded the Revolution) 
with other ſtrange Inſtruments of cruelty to re- 
concile the Obſtinate, which no Proteſlant, I 
can hear of, ever ſaw, beſides the Diſſenters; 
whoſe Intereſt at that time might let them into 
the, Secret. Not a Word then in the ſinking 
Monarch's Favour, to excuſe the many falſe 


Steps his Blind Zeal, Evil Counſellors, and 


their Flattering, or (as fome call it) Lying 
Addreſſes had betray'd him to, and he confided 
in, till too late to know his true Friencs from 
his worſt Enemies: But I forget my (elf, and am 
ſenſible you will ſay that this is no more to the 
Purpoſe, than if 1 had gone off (rom the Mat- 
ter in hand to the World in the Moon. 

As for the celebrated Maxim, which you call 
an old exploded ſenſeleſs Axiom, ſo far from being 
moſt certain, that it has nothing of Truth or com- 
mon Sence in it. I hope you will not ſay it is 
the leſs true, for being old; nor ought you to 
call it exploded, becauſe ſome have oppos d it, 
without conſidering how many Philoſophers of 
the firſt Form, both ot the laſt and preſent Age, 
have ſtood up ſtifly for it; particularly among 
our (elves, Mr. Hobbs, Mr. Locke, and Mr. Glanvil. 
But what will not a Man ol your ivincible 
Confidence ſay, after having ſaid as you do of 
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our Articles, Canons, and Rubrict; that tis only 
a Complication of Abſurdity and Impudence, an 
affroating the Underſtandings of Men, and a moſt 
ridiculous banter upon Common Sence ? | 


There is ſomething like a piece of Wit, or 


you certainly thought it ſo, toward the End of 


your P.S. where by way of Triumph you tell 
me, the Bufineſs of the Spirit is dropp d, without 
one Rational Soul to ſpeak in its behalf, or to that 
Effect. To talk to you of the Ancients, is loſt 
Labour ; as moſt of them talk Greek or Latin, 
you are, I preſume, too much a fine Gentleman 
to have any Converſation with them; if you 
had, you would bluſh, if poſſible, at your Tgno- 
rant Confidence : But there is a worthy Perſon 
now living, whoſe Learning and good Sence, I 


_ preſume you will not queſtion ; becauſe your 


Friends give out you are honourd with his 
Friend{hip : I mean the Learned Dr. George 
Cheyne, who in his Philoſophical Principles of 
Natural Religion, Part II. trom p 101, to p. 116. 
has treated that Noble Subject with the Accu- 
racy of a Philolopher, and the Piety of a Chri- 
ſtian; and which none of your Infidel Tribe, 
has ever been hardy enough to attack. 1 have 
tranſcribd what follows to employ your Medi- 
tations. 
Page 101. Prop. 21. In all intelligent Be- 
* 1ngs, there mult be Faculties fitted for all the 
* {everal Ranks of Objects in the Univer jitas 
* rerum ; that is, ſince there are evidently T hree 
'* Ranks 
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« Ranks of Objects in the Univerſita rerum: 


To wit, 7he material Syſtem of Things, the 


ſpiritual World of created Spirits, and the 
ſupreme and abſolute Infinite Intelligent Beings, 


mult neceſſarily be fitted with Faculties ſuit- 
ed to theſe three Generical Ranks ol Objects: 


Which he demonſtrates to P. 105. Coro/ary I. 
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Hence we may conceive the Reaſon why in 
Holy Writ, the whole Man is diſtinguiſh'd in- 
to Body. Soul, and Spirit. Coroll. II. As there 
are Three different Principles. Orders or Præ- 
dicaments of Being viz God the Creator of 
all things, created Spirits, and material Bodies: 


So there are analogically in Compounded 


Intelligent Beings, 7 hree difterent and diſtinct 
Principles, adapted and appropriated ſor com- 


municating with, and enjoying theſe reſpe- 


ctive Objects: Whereo! every one 1sendow'd 
with proper Senſes, Powers and Faculties, 
different and diſtinct from each other. Co- 
roll. III. Hence we may deduce the true and 


genuine Nature and Extent of the Degenera- 


cy, Corruption and Fall of the Human Race 
of Intelligent Creatures, which conſiſts in 
the Confuſion, Diſcord, Rebellion and Contra- 
riety ot theſe diflerent and diſtinct Principles, 
one with and againſt another; in throwing 
oft that due ſubordination, ſubjetion and pro- 
per Rank and Order, that was originally eſta- 
bliſh'd among theſe Faculties, according to 


* the Dignity ot theſe different Objects: The 


Order of Nature, and the Analogy of Things, 
« and 
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and following the practical Dictates and 
Conclufions, deduced from theſe Rebellious 
Faculties. P. 108. Prop. IT. The Rational 
Soul, is not that Faculty in compounded In- 
telligent Beings, which in the Order of Na- 
ture and the Analogy of Things, is appropri- 
ated to the Spiritual World, (including the 
Supreme Infinite at its Head. ) 

Demonſtrat. Tho this be a neceſſary Co- 
rollary from the preceding Propoſition, yet 
ſince it is of great conſequence to trace Divine 
Knowledge, to have its Truth eſtabliſh'd be- 
yond all poſſibility of Cavil ; I ſhall here 
ſuggeſt ſome other Mediums, or ſet thoſe al- 
ready ſuggeſted in another Light; from 
whence the ſame Concluſion may be deduced. 
And Firſt, This is evident from the Nature 
of this Faculty, and the manner of its opera- 
ting. Reaſoning is the comparing or conſidering 
the congruity or incongruity of the Perceptions 
ſuggeſted by the Senſes, or of the Ideas lodg d 
in the Memory, or painted on the Imaginati- 
on, to one another ; and Reaſon is the Facul- 
ty whereby this is performed. Now the 


* Senſes ſend in only the znfluxes of Material 


Things, and the Imagination and Memory, pre- 
ſent only their Pictures and Images, when the 
Objects themſelves are abſent ; and here is 
all the Rational Soul can do: But nothing of 
theſe belong to the ſupreme and wncreated In- 


« finite, nor the ſpiritual World. 


2dly. 
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e Secondly, It is acknowled'd by all, and 


every one's Experience demonſtrates it to him, 


that the Rational Soul is fitted for communi- 
cating with the Material World. Now ſince 
Body and Spirit are preciſe and proper Op- 
poſites, it would be as diſſonant and incongruous 
in the Analogy of Things, that the ſame Fa- 
culty ſhould be the Principle of Communica- 


ferent, as that the Eye ſhould both Hear an 

ſee. It is true, it may be ſaid, that the Ra- 
tional Soul might have been originally en- 
dowed with ſuch Energy and Capacity, as to 


tion with theſe two Objects; ſo widely ah 


be fitted for communicating with both Worlds. 


But this is meerly gratis dictum, and perfectly 
contrary to the Analogy of Things; it being 
impoſſible to bring an Inſtance of Nature, 
where Things fo widely diſtant and preciſely 
oppoſite are received by one and the ſame 
Faculty : We ſee in the Body, or loweſt part 
of the Human Compoſition, that it is inſtru- 
cted with Organs, fitted for all the poſſible 
Ways material Things can act upon it; and 
they are not near ſo widely diſtant and diffe- 
ring in their manner of operating, as Bodies 
and Spirits in their Natures are. 


* Thirdly, There is a twoſold Knowledge of 
Material Things, one real, when the Thing 
it ſelf, and the rea! Action and Impreſſion 


thereof on our Senſes is perceiv'd ; the other 
&* deal 
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Ideal, when the Image or Idea of a Thing 
abſent in it ſelf, is repreſented to, and conſi- 
dered on the Imigination : For Inſtance, the 
Heat, Light, and Chearful Influences of the 
Sun ſhining on us, are widely different from 
the View and Confideration of its [mage or 
Idea on our Fancy. In the Analogy of Things, 
and according to the conſtant Order of Na- 
ture, ſuch muſt our Knowledge of ſpiritual 
Objects be, viz. The one Real, when the 
Objects make a real Impreſſion upon the ap- 
propriated Faculty ; The other Ideal, when 
we trame a Notion of its abſent Subſtance 
and Qualities. .Now it is very plain the Ra- 
tional Soul is not fitted for this firſt kind of 
Knowledge or Perception of ſpiritual Objects; 
ſince a great many Philoſophical and Learned 
Men, who have exercisd this Faculty in its 
greateſt Strength and Vigour, have denied 
the Exiſtence of ſuch Objects. 


* Fourthly and Laſtly. That moſt certain and 
ſelt-evident Metaphyfical Axiom, Viz. That no- 
thing can be in the Underſtanding, that was not 
firſt in the Senſes ; is a certain Demonſtration, 
that the Rational Soul is not the Faculty in 
intelligent Beings, appropriated to the ſpiritual 
Worid : For every Body allows, that ſpiritual 
Beings, as ſuch, can never be conveyed thro' 
Bodily Senſes to the Underſtanding. And 
theretore, we mult either be entirely depri- 


ved of Faculties for communicating with /pz- 
* ritual 
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ritual Beings, (that is, we muſt be depriv'd 
of the only means of our ſupreme Felicity ; 
and for which alone we were created, 
viz. Communicating with the ſupreme and 
abſolute Infinite Spirit:) Or elſe we muli be 
endow'd with Faculties diſtin trom the Ra- 
tional Soul for that purpoſe. Upon all which 
Accounts it is evident, beyond the moſt re- 
mote poſſibility of Doubt, that the Rational Soul 
is not that Facuiry in compounded intelligent 
Beings, which in the Order of Nature, and 
the Analogy of Things, is appropriated to 
the ſpiritual World ; but that they are en- 
dow'd with a Rational Soul and Bodily Senſe 
to communicate with the material World: and 
with a Spirit and Divine Senſes to communi- 
cate with the ſupreme Infinite: So that the 
mention's Metaphyſical Axiom, continues 
juſt and true, as it ſhould according to the 
Analogy of Things ; That as material Things 
are convey d to the Rational Soul through 
the Bodily Senſes, ſo ſpiritual Things, (thoſe 
that relate to the ſupreme Infinite, are con- 
vey'd thro the Divine Senſes to the Spirit.) 
2. E. D.“ Thus far Dr. Cheyne. 

You fee, Sir, Britannicus is not ſingular in 


his Opinion; and let me adviſe you as a Friend, 
not to condemn haſtily what you have not con- 


ſidered ; as you have done here in more Inſtan- 


ces than one. 


=] And 


(3). 


And now, being upon the Point of taking my 
leave, you muſt not think I have treated you 
too roughly, if you do but reflect that you were 
the Aggreſſor: You fell upon Britaunicus unpro- 
vok d; and that not in the entertaining Stile of a 
Candid Writer, that was zealous for Truth, but with 
ſuch a Mixture of Malice and Inſolence, that 
plainly diſcover d you as much an Enemy to 
his Perſon as his Principles; and that you were 
reſolved, if poſſible, to blaſt at once the Repu- 
tation he has ſo deſervedly acquir'd, and which 
you can never hurt but by ſpeaking well of him. 
In order to this, you undertook what you call 
An Examination of the Reflections upon Reaſon : 
Where without any regard to the Deſign cf the 
Whole, or the Connection of the Parts, you only 
pick'd out here and there a Paſſage ; which, in 
contempt of Truth, Good Manners, and Com- 
mon Sence, you put into as ridiculous a Light 
as you could, and then invited your Readers to 
laugh at it; and according to your uſual way, 
(as Mr. Faucourt obſerves. Enthuſ retorted. p.21.) 
not only ſtifle Evidence, but which is worſe ſtill, 
charge againſt Evidence, againſt the cleareſt Evi- 
dence to the contrary 

Thus (p. 7.) you ſay, He takes it for granted, 
that there are as many different Senſes and Accep- 
rat ions of the Word Reaſon among Men, as there 
are different and contrary Opinions in the World : 
Whereas, this was in truth the very Abſurdity 
that he was expoling and conſuting; as any 

3 Man 


C59) 
Man may ſee that can read P. 3, 4, 5. of the 
Reflexions. 

HV. 14. you tell him, that a Fundamental Er- 
ror in his way of reaſoning with the Deiſts, is the 
viſible partiality he all along diſcovers, in charging 
their Luſts and Vices on their Principles ; where- 
as it appears that he aſſerts the direct contrary, 
P. 16, [7,21,39,49,41,42,7 374: charging their 

Tnfidelity upon their immoral wicked Lives. 

P. 16. you aſſert Deiſm and Natural Religion 
to be the ſame thing: If you mean Modern Deiſm, 
which is the Thing in queſtion, it is a groſs 
Fallacy, to ſay no worſe, (Vid. the Learned 
Dr. Clark's Boyle's Lectures, p 18.) which will 
convince any ſenſible honeſt Reader how much 
you are miſtaken in aſſerting, p. 17. That (Mo- 
dern) Deiſm is a good and ſufficient preparative 
for Chriſtianity. 

P. 18. you ſay, The firſt Principle he lays down 
as the Foundation of the Chriſtian Faith, is, that 
there are certaik unintelligible Doctrines in the 
Chriſtian Syſtem, which being abſolutely above and 
beyond all Human Reaſon and Com pre henſion, we 
are yet requir d to believe, as neceſſary to Salva- 
tion. This you charge upon him as his own 
Aſſertion; whereas, had you read with common 
Attention and Ingenuity, you could not but 
* perceive, that he mentions it as a prophane 
Objection of the Infidels whole Stile he uſes, 
ald againſt whom he is diſputing. 

p. 54. Your prophane Drollery upon the Di- 
ſtinction betwixt Body, Soul and Spirit, diſco- 
'S 
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vers deplorable Ignorance of the Seripturesg * * 
and your“ licule falls as heavily upon St Paul, 
as upon Brita» ;cus. Read and conſider 2 Theſſ” 3. 
Heb. 4. tz. Rom. 8. 16. 1 Cor. 1. 2. Jude V. 19. 
and compare them with the 34 Chapter of St. 
John Goſpel, and let your next! Learned La- 
bour be 0 ſhew, that they were all a pack of 
Enchuiiz's ; or elſe learn to be a more modeſt 
Man, and a better Chriſtian than you ſeem to 
be at pre (cot, 

However, that we may rightly underſtand 
one another at parting, permit me to tell you, 
rhat 7 hear you are ſtrangely fond of the Laſt 
Word, as a Right you have acquird by Con- 
queſt : Upon that Head we ſhall not differ; for 
I am now abundantly convinc'd of the Truth 
of an Obſervation made by an Honeſt Wagg of 
your own Party, who knows you much better 
than you ſeem to know your ſelf, That diſpu- 
ting with you was like hunting a Pole-cat, where 
a Man was ſure to get nothing but dirt and ſtink : 
So that now. you may write on, the Day's your 
own ; you are as fale as if you had actually 
bury'd me alive; and from henceforth, I ſhall 
never think that worth Anſwering, which hard- 
ly one Man of Sence thinks worth Reading. 


I am, 
10 JA 66. 
Sir, | | 
Tour very Humble Servant, 
=_—_ Peter Nisbett. 


